LITTLE ARK PRESCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to create a positive impact on the lives of young children in a loving, enriching, Christian educational setting.  We want to encourage children in self discovery, promote in them a confident self-esteem, and nurture them to love God and others through learning about Him and His world.  
PROGRAM 
Our preschool offers a low child to teacher ratio- 6:1 in the 3 year old class and 8:1 in the 4 year old class (compared to the state required 12:1 ratio) with a hands on, developmental curriculum.  We offer an age appropriate, school readiness program to assist the child in his/her learning process. We want to create an environment that enriches the intellectual, spiritual, social, and physical development of each child. Our program will include academic class time, small group time for small and large motor skills, art, music, science, cooking, stories, Bible learning, share time and indoor/outdoor play. Local field trips are planned 2 to 4 times a year. Our desire is for each child to reach their highest potential, so we will come alongside each of them and their families to laugh, learn, play, imagine, and love.
ELIGIBILITY
Children aged 3 to 5 years, who are completely potty capable (able to pull on and off pants and wipe themselves), are eligible without regard to sex, race, color, religion, national origin, or ancestry.
TEACHING STAFF
Our Christian teachers are experienced and qualified to teach preschool children. They work diligently to provide a nurturing atmosphere to help each child develop loving attitudes and good habits of behavior. Teachers make every effort to quickly get to know each child. They will deal lovingly and firmly with each child according to his or her needs.  We welcome all opportunities to work with parents and to discuss the progress of their child.
SCHOOL DATES     


HOURS OF OPERATION     

LATE FEES
School begins on the Tuesday after Labor Day and ends after the first week in June.  Preschool hours are 8:00AM-12:00PM, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings. Class time is from 8:30AM-11:45AM. Pick up time is 11:45AM to 12:00PM. A LATE FEE will be charged after 12:05PM at a rate of $1.00 per minute, which will be paid that same day.
ATTENDANCE
Please leave a message on the preschool phone, 805-466-9544, if your child will not be attending that day and specify if it is illness related or personal.  Health regulations require that you notify the school immediately of a contagious disease or serious illness in the family.  Parents will be notified if a child has been exposed to a communicable disease.
ILLNESS POLICY
Reasons to keep your child at home:
     Cough
     Fever
     Vomiting
     Diarrhea
     Overabundance of nasal discharge
     General listlessness, feeling unwell
Your child must be fever free for 24 hours (without medication) before returning to school.
MEDICAL POLICY
If your child requires an EpiPen please notify the teacher. You will be required to provide a medical emergency plan with an accompanying prescription from a physician.
PARKING REGULATIONS
Preschool parking is located on the south side of the property near the large playground area. In cases of extreme weather, we will remove 2 metal poles and you may use the One Way drive-thru area. Please think of this area as two lanes: cars to the LEFT may park to pick up children (Please be sure your tires are on the asphalt, avoiding the reddish colored cement border). The RIGHT lane is ONLY for moving cars that are exiting the area. You may also continue to use the parking lot and walk your child in/out. Please do not use the small parking area to the north, that is for church and preschool staff only, thank you.
TUITION
Attending 2 mornings a week, $285.00/month
Attending 3 mornings a week, $385.00/month
Tuition is due on or before the 10th of the month through the school’s online payment system.  A late charge of $30.00 WILL BE CHARGED on tuition paid after the 10th of the month.    Past due accounts not paid by the end of the month will incur an additional $30.00.  Full tuition will be paid monthly, September through May. If you are interested in paying for the whole year, tuition is due by September 10. See the director for more info.  RETURNED CHECK FEE-$30.00.  Tuition covers the child’s place in school, therefore ABSENCES cannot be made up or allowed for in the tuition. 
Note: Consideration will be given to families with two or more children enrolled in Little Ark Preschool. Where two or more children are registered, the child who is enrolled for the greatest number of days will pay full tuition, all other children will receive a 20% discount.
REFUND POLICY
If you are planning to withdraw your child from preschool, a two week notice is needed for a refund.  A refund check will be sent to you within 10 days.
REGISTRATION FEE
 A NON-REFUNDABLE registration fee is charged for each student. This fee is due at the time of registration and is NOT part of the tuition. It covers start up supplies and field trips. There is no consumable supplies fee.      
CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER
PARENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE for providing the Director or Teacher with written notification of any changes of address, phone number, identification, and/or emergency information. Parents are encouraged to notify the Director or Teacher of any changes that might significantly impact your child.
DISASTER PLAN
Safety for your children is our first priority. In case of a fire or other disaster, the children will be evacuated from the building. If relocation is REQUIRED, all students will be moved to St. Williams Church and can be picked up there. We have water and food along with blankets, flash lights, tarps and a portable potty. At  least 1 teacher will remain  with the children who would need to be relocated to the Red Cross Center.  
FIELD TRIPS
Field trips may be taken 2-4 times during the year (weather permitting).  Parents will be needed to help provide transportation and supervision for each field trip. All field trips are announced in advance to allow time for planning. We cannot do field trips without your help!.  To insure the safety of all students and staff, those parents who volunteer to provide transportation are asked to provide the Director with a copy of their valid California State Driver’s License and proof of current Automobile Insurance coverage. You must provide your child’s car/booster seat for all field trips.  All Class 2 driving regulations MUST be observed, where applicable.
CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
All removable clothing, jackets, and sweatshirts, must be PLAINLY MARKED WITH THE CHILD’S NAME. It is recommended that children wear washable play clothes. Clothing and shoes should be easy for the child to manage INDEPENDENTLY (this includes belts!)  BACK STRAPS are required on all shoes. Children should not bring anything in their pockets.
Due to narrow hall space, we ask that your child NOT bring a backpack.
SNACKS
Snacks will be served mid-morning.   Fruit in season, crackers, and water is typical. No peanut products will be served. 
***Children with gluten allergies/sensitivities
      Parents will provide a suitable snack substitute DAILY.  It should be marked with child’s name and placed in cubby.
      In addition, suitable birthday and party snacks should be provided. Please see your
      child’s teacher for more information.
BIRTHDAYS
We enjoy celebrating each child’s birthday here at school. Cookies, brownies, donuts, muffins, rice krispy treats, etc. are acceptable options however, WE DO NOT ALLOW CUPCAKES OR PEANUT PRODUCTS!   Summer birthdays may be celebrated in May.
PARTY DAYS
We have five Holiday Party Days a year.  We observe Harvest (Oct. 31), Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentines Day, and Easter.  
FACEBOOK
We routinely post photos of the children on Facebook. NO NAMES OR PERSONAL INFO IS EVER POSTED!
HOLIDAYS
           Thanksgiving Vacation 


Christmas Vacation


Easter Vacation

TRADING OR ADDING ($30) A DAY for Special Events will be allowed during the SAME WEEK
the event occurs. Examples of Special Event days are picture day, party day, field trip, etc.
PROGRAMS
           ORIENTATION- Thursday before school starts               10:00-11:00AM 
           Christmas Program- December                                        11:30-Noon 
           Pre-K Graduation Program- May                                      11:30-Noon 
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